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HAVE YOU BEEN CONSECRATED?

At a recent gathering of church leaders I circulated a poll which asked the question “What is the
greatest strength of the Doe Run Church?” Virtually everyone in attendance answered that Doe
Run’s greatest strength lies in its caring. People valued the fellowship, the spirit of cooperation,
the tolerance of differences among members, and the willingness to help each other out. “I
remember times over the years that [ have prayed for each of these people,” confided one member
of the group, “And I remember times in my life when each of them has prayed for me.”

Truly the words the Apostle Paul addressed to the Ephesians apply to all of you who are part of the
Doe Run Community: “I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the

saints, and for this reason, I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.’
(Eph 1:15f))

)

Having been blessed to be a part of this fellowship for the last nine months, I would echo these
sentiments, for you have reached out in love to Ann and me in remarkable ways, and we feel truly
blessed to have this time to be partners with you in ministry.

This season provides each of us with an opportunity to continue to dedicate ourselves to God’s
work in the world and to Doe Run Church in particular. Consecration Sunday provides a time for
each of us to consider what we will give to God in the year ahead. Its primary focus is spiritual.
The word “consecrate” means to set something aside for a Holy Purpose. On Consecration
Sunday, we set ourselves aside for God’s Holy Work. The secondary focus is on financial giving:
What will you set aside financially for God’s work at Doe Run in the year ahead? The church
needs its members to be intentional in their giving in this crucial year as it seeks to become
financially solvent as part of its search for a new pastor. But the financial commitment is really
only a symbol of our decision to set ourselves aside, our total beings as an offering to the Lord.

Will you allow yourself to become re-dedicated to God’s work at Doe Run in the upcoming
year, and continue to be a blessing to this truly amazing community?

Gratefully,

Dr. David W. Dickey, Consecration Sunday Guest Speaker
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