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Doe Run:  A Welcoming Church! 

 

 

 

I have found Doe Run to be a place of welcome to me in the past year.  Many members answering the 

Mission Study Questionnaire value the friendliness and welcoming attitude of Doe Run. 

 

Most church members want to preserve the family atmosphere of this church family while always 

welcoming new people to join the family.  This is a tricky thing to do:  to invite and welcome the 

newcomer while keeping the small, intimate family feeling that characterizes this church family. 

 

It seems that Doe Run has done well with this balance, welcoming eleven new members in 2007 while in 

the midst of transition.  Church growth experts encourage churches to invite newcomers through an up to 

date and attractive website and advertising in local newspapers and publications.  An inviting church 

maintains and improves its building.  Newcomers are given some, but not too much, attention during 

worship and given a small welcome gift.  First time visitors are contacted the following week and thanked 

for attending.  Doe Run has done well with all these recommended activities.  But we can always do better!  

During the next year of seeking and later welcoming a new Pastor, let’s keep remembering to speak to the 

new face as well as the familiar, to welcome new ideas as well as maintain traditions, and to include new 

people in our committees and activities as well as those who have been here for generations. 

 

You are invited to celebrate the new faces of 2007 on Sunday, November 11.  New members will be 

introduced and welcomed during both worship services and honored at a coffee hour hosted by the Session.  

Come worship, eat and drink, and tell them how thrilled we are to have them join in ministry and mission!  

Let’s celebrate the growing Doe Run family! 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Ann G. Dickey, Interim Pastor 
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Financial Summary:  As of September 30, 2007 

  

 

 

Income 

 

Expenses 

 

   September 

      Surplus 

 

  2007 Deficit 

 

 

$ 12,907 

 

$ 11,568 

 

     $ 1,339 

 

     $ 6,406 

 

        

                                             Pledges for new year total $109,964. 

                                               Peace Making Offering:  $228.00. 

 

Doe Run News 

 

Let’s Make 2008 the “Year of the Bible”!  Join other Doe Runners who will pledge to read most of the 

Bible during the year using the guide book “The Bible Book of the Month” by Rev. James Davison, a 

Presbyterian Minister from Pittsburgh.  This guide takes one book of the Bible each month, alternating Old 

and New Testament books, and breaks each book into daily readings to be done at home.  It also provides 

commentary and discussion questions for each book of the Bible.  Books read are:  Genesis, Matthew, 

Exodus, Acts, First Samuel, Psalms, Letters of the Apostle Paul, Proverbs, Luke, Minor Prophets Isaiah 

and John.  To get your book at a cost of $12, send your check to the church office or Rev. Ann, made 

payable to Doe Run Church, by December 1.  If enough people sign up, a discussion group may be formed 

to meet every other month to discuss readings.  Reading the Bible is a great way to start the New Year! 

 

New Members Sunday, November 11!  Come to coffee hour hosted by the Session before or after worship 

and welcome the 11 new members who have joined Doe Run in 2007!  They will also be recognized in 

both worship services that Sunday.  They are:  Devyn and Marshall Hamilton; Joe Wheeler; Lauren Gill; 

Ken and Julie Martin; Shelly VanKoevering; Lisa Last; Angela, George and Joanne McGinnis.  We are so 

glad to have them with us in ministry! 

  

New Bible Study/Discussion class continues.  The theme is “Who You Are When No One’s Looking” 

based on a book by Rev. Bill Hybels of the Willow Creek church in Chicago.  Each week is a separate 

theme so come one night or come all nights.  The schedule is 7:30-8:30 pm: November 6, Vision, Matthew 

19; November 13, Endurance, Jeremiah 29; December 4, Compassion, Luke 10; December 11, Self-

Sacrifice, Mark 10.  (No meeting November 20, 27)  Anyone 6

th

 grade and up is welcome!  No sign up 

needed, just come and bring your Bible! 

 

Youth Ministry Changes.  Stephanie Anderson, Youth Director since January, has taken a new full-time 

job with Young Life in Phoenixville and has decided to end her role as Youth Director for Doe Run on 

December 9.  The Session and congregation extend their gratitude for her ministry among us and wish her 

the best in her new ministry in Phoenixville.  We are glad that she will continue to be part of the Doe Run 

community as she worships with us and supports Bill, her husband, in his role as Contemporary Music 

Leader for the 9:30 am service.  The youth, Session and parents will spend time in November and 

December discerning a direction for this next stage in youth ministry at Doe Run.  The Session will soon 

be advertising to locate a new youth leader to begin in January with pay being $10/hour for a maximum of 

10 hours per week plus mileage.  If you are interested in being considered for this vital ministry at Doe 

Run in 2008, please contact Clerk Bill Dyke or Rev. Ann.  Please keep Stephanie and Bill and our youth 

ministry in your prayers. 
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Holiday Decorating.  Would your group or committee like to decorate a sanctuary window this December 

as a holiday decoration?  The Worship Committee would like to invite 8 groups of the church to take one 

window and ledge each and decorate it any way they wish to celebrate the birth of Christ!  This is a British 

tradition brought to Doe Run.  A signup sheet will be in the Narthex in November.  The windows should be 

decorated by Sunday, December 9 and should be taken down after the New Year.  If more than 8 groups 

wish to participate, more space for displays will be created!  Poinsettias will be added in the Sanctuary in 

late December.  Think creatively and take part!  Only religious decorations are desired and please be 

careful not to damage the windows or windowsills.  Please, no tape, except masking and no nails. 

 

Thanks to all who supported and took part in this year’s Crop Walk on Sunday, October 7!!!!!! 

 

Good News:  Janet Sammons is home and recovering nicely.  She would like to thank all for their prayers 

and cards.  Hopes to worship with us again soon. 

 

Sunday School News 

 

Sunday School is going great.  The children and teachers love the new lesson plans and are having fun 

learning about the Bible in many creative ways. 

 

The third annual Barnes & Noble Bookfair for the Sunday School will be November 23, 24, and 25.  This 

is a great time to do Christmas shopping and help support the Sunday School.  Bring the Barnes & Noble 

Voucher (in newsletter and bulletins) and present it to the cashier at your time of purchase.  A percentage 

of your sale will go to Doe Run Sunday School.  You can purchase:  books (fiction, non-fiction, mystery, 

biographies, religion, cookbooks, humor…), movies, music, calendars, gift wrap, cards, gift 

items…anything in the store.  You can also copy vouchers and hand out to friends and family!!!  Thank 

you for your support. 

 

The children will be performing their Christmas play at the 11:00 service on December 16. 

 

Gift baskets will be on display and tickets will be sold during coffee hour on December 2, 9 and 16 for the 

Sunday School Gift Basket raffle.  The drawing will be during the coffee hour on December 16.  We are 

asking for donations of gift baskets for our raffle. 

 

We are always looking for more volunteers.  If you can help out in anyway, please contact Kim Boulger at 

610-380-7907 or kboulger1@yahoo.com. 

 

Fellowship/Hospitality: 

 

November 4, 2007, 7:00 pm, Charlie Zahm Concert.  We are fortunate to get on Charlie’s Concert schedule.  Invite 

family and friends to this great Concert of Celtic music.  Songs from Ireland, Scotland and the Sea.  Concert is free!  

We will be taking a free-will offering to cover expenses. 

 

Kid Crusaders Are Back: 

 

Shelly VanKoevering and Lisa Last are requesting all kids to come join the Doe Run Kid Choir Group, 

The Kid Crusaders.  We will be singing in church at both the 9:30 and 11:00 services on December 9

th

.  

Practices will take place in the choir room between the 9:30 and 11:00 services.  Kids of all ages-Come 

join the fun!  Any questions please contact Shelly at (610)857-1023 or via email shellyvk@hotmail.com. 
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Trustees: 

 

The Trustees have had a busy last nine months with many projects around the church and the manse.  Most 

importantly, much time has been spent at the manse preparing it to be rented.  The basement was the 

primary target for the renovations with walls being repaired, rebuilt and painted.  We would like to thank 

Mark Miller for taking on that project.  New flooring was installed at the entrance from the garage.  Many 

other smaller projects were done throughout the house.  Also, there continues to be work around the 

outside of the house to tackle water seepage problems.  We would also like to thank the Men’s Group for 

doing most of the outside work.  As a congregation, we should be very proud of the manse.  It is a beautiful 

home and is a very attractive feature to an incoming pastor.  We were able to get a free listing with a 

realtor and we hope to have it rented very soon.  If you are interested in obtaining information in regards to 

renting the manse, please contact the Matt Gorham Group. 

 

ALL HANDS ON DECK!!  Please mark your calendars for our annual Fall Clean-up which will be 

November 17

th

 starting at 9:00.  The Men’s Group will be serving a wonderful breakfast at 8:00 for those 

who need nourishment to get them started.  We have a beautiful church and manse.  As a congregation, we 

have a responsibility to pass on this wonderful gift we have been given to the future generations of Doe 

Run members.  We can do that by coming out on clean-up day and helping to preserve our heritage.   We 

hope to see you on November 17

th

!  Please bring outside gardening tools and cleaning supplies. 

 

The Trustees will also be having a work day on Saturday, November 10

th 

at 8:00 to work on the outside of 

the manse.  We need many hands to help finish this project.  Please consider coming to help!!  If you come, 

please bring a shovel. 

 

Donegal Presbytery’s 275

th

 Anniversary Celebration!: 

 

Question: “What has bagpipes, banners, a multi-church choir, anthems, duets, a sermon and had its 

origins 275 years ago?”  Answer: “Donegal Presbytery’s 275

th

 Anniversary Celebration!”  On October 

14

th

 2007 I had the privilege of representing Doe Run Presbyterian Church at this event.  The celebration 

was held at Hempfield Performing Arts Center on a beautiful Sunday afternoon out in Lancaster County.  

I carried a Doe Run banner on stage during the opening ceremonies (accompanied by bagpipes) for Doe 

Run with many other churches in the Presbytery.  I was near the front of the line since Doe Run was 

among the oldest of the congregations there.  A fellow banner bearer from a congregation in Lancaster 

told us she had not only attended a similar event at the 250

th

 anniversary but also the 225

th

 anniversary as 

well.   

 

During the ceremony were a beautiful duet by students from Lincoln University, a performance by a choir 

made up of members of many of the churches in the Presbytery, a skit highlighting some of the history of 

the Presbytery, a presentation on Donegal Today, greetings by Dr. Thomas Robinson of the Snynod of the 

Trinity and others, a  reading of the Old Testament (in English and Spanish) and New Testament,  hymns, 

an offering towards a mission project in Uganda  and a sermon by Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of 

the Presbyterian Church (USA).   

 

I also bought a Prayer Booklet featuring the congregations of Donegal for the 275

th

 anniversary and a 

copy of Glimpses of the Past 1732 - 1982 from the 250

th

 anniversary.  The latter has chapters by Marian 

Stoner (“His Real People”) and Mervin J. Frye (“Those Peculiar Presbyterians”) and is quite interesting. 
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What Every Church Member Should Know About Clergy! 

 

When elected, the PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) will study a book by this name by Rev. Robert 

Kemper in order to welcome a new Pastor to Doe Run in 2008.  Insights provided in this book will be 

shared with the congregation through the monthly newsletter.  (Credit for most summaries of this book go 

to the 2006 PNC of Unionville Church.) 

 

What is the Pastor/Congregation Relationship?  The author reminds us that no two clergy are alike.  They 

come in all ages, genders and with a variety of gifts and experience.  Many Pastors today come as second 

career folk having spent years in other professions.  No one Pastor will be gifted in every area of 

ministerial work.  A Pastor may have strengths in teaching and preaching but need coaching when it 

comes to being an administrator of a church with boards and committees.  No two churches are alike.  

Each church has a unique personality and history.  The key to a healthy church is mutual trust, respect and 

cooperation between the Pastor and the congregation.  This healthy relationship must be developed over 

time through mutual accountability and open communication.  What do Ministers Do?  First and 

foremost, Pastors represent God and the church to their members and the community.  This is 24-hour a 

day work.  Their leadership is not from the top down but from the grass roots upward and is shared with 

the laity.  Clergy weekly preach the word of God as they feel led by the Spirit.  This is an awesome and 

consuming challenge and to do it well each week, a Pastor must give up other competing activities.  They 

lead worship and perform weddings, funerals, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

regularly.  Clergy counsel people over personal problems and make referrals to professionals in the 

community.  They often teach classes on the Bible to different age groups in the church.  They manage 

the professional and lay staff of the church.  Clergy are community resources as well.  The challenging 

part of the life of the Pastor is that they do all the tasks simultaneously.   

 

Next month:  Who Are the Clergy and How Do You Become One? 
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         NOVEMBER 2007 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

1 

7:15 pm PW 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

World 

Communion 

 

Youth Group 

after coffee 

hour 

 

Noon: 

Dev. Com-

Worship Com 

 

7:00 pm 

Charlie Zahm 

Concert 

5 

 

 

6 

9:30 am 

Quilters 

 

11:30 am 

Splinters 

 

7:30-8:30pm 

Bible Study 

“Vision” 

 

7 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

 

8 

7:00 pm Boy 

Scouts 

 

7:00 pm 

Deacons 

 

 

9 10 

Work Day for 

outside of 

Manse-

8:00am 

 

9:00-1:00 

Tech Com 

Trng for 

Sound System 

 

11 

New 

Members 

Sunday 

 

Youth Group 

High School 

Kids only at 

church 

w/Martins 

7:00 pm 

12 

7:00 pm 

Christian 

Ed 

 

 

13 

9:30 am 

Quilters 

 

7:30-8:30pm 

Bible Study 

“Endurance” 

 

14 

7:00 pm Choir 

15 

7:00 pm Boy 

Scouts 

 

7:00 pm 

Trustees 

 

16 17 

Annual Fall 

Cleanup 

9:00am (8:00 

breakfast) 

 

 

18 

Youth - TBA 

 

 

 

19 

7:00 C. Ed. 

 

 

20 

9:30 am 

Quilters 

 

7:00 pm 

Session 

21 

7:00 pm Choir 

22 

7:00 pm Boy 

Scouts 

 

 

23 

Barnes 

& Noble 

 

24 

Book Fair 

for Sunday 

School 

25 

B&N Book 

Fair for 

Sunday 

School 

 

Youth - TBA 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

9:30 am 

Quilters 

 

7:00 pm 

Session 

28 

7:00 pm Choir 

 

29 

7:00 pm Boy 

Scouts 

 

7:00 pm 

Stewardship 

30  
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Doe Run Presbyterian Church 

 3104 Doe Run Church Road 

 Coatesville, Pennsylvania 19320 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


