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Doe Run: A Welcoming Church!

I have found Doe Run to be a place of welcome to me in the past year. Many members answering the
Mission Study Questionnaire value the friendliness and welcoming attitude of Doe Run.

Most church members want to preserve the family atmosphere of this church family while always
welcoming new people to join the family. This isa tricky thing to do: to invite and welcome the
newcomer while keeping the small, intimate family feeling that characterizes this church family.

It seems that Doe Run has done well with this balance, welcoming eleven new members in 2007 while in
the midst of transition. Church growth experts encourage churches to invite newcomers through an up to
date and attractive website and advertising in local newspapers and publications. An inviting church
maintains and improves its building. Newcomers are givesome, but not too much, attention during
worship and given a small welcome gift. First time visitors are contacted the following week and thanked
for attending. Doe Run has done well with all these recommended activities. But we can always do better!
During the next year of seeking and later welcoming a new Pastor, let’s keep remembering to speak to the
new face as well as the familiar, to welcome new ideas as well as maintain traditions, and to include new
people in our committees and activities as wel as those who have been here for generations.

You are invited to celebrate the new faces of 2007 on Sunday, November 11. New members will be
introduced and welcomed during both worship services and honored at a coffee hour hosted by the Session.

Come worship, eat and drink, and tell them how thrilled we are to have them join in ministry and mission
Let’s celebrate the growing Doe Run family!

In Christ,

Ann G. Dickey, Interim Pastor
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