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A Word From Our Pastor: 

Easter: Our Biggest Blessing created from a Blunder!  

 

“We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his 

purpose.” (Romans 8:28). 

 

A well-known, beloved household soap began as a mistake.  Today it is known as the bestseller “soap that 

floats”. But it wasn’t always that way.  Years ago, it was just one among many brand of soap.  Then a factory 

foreman blundered by leaving a batch of new soap unwatched in the cooking vat during the noon hour.  The 

soap overcooked while he ate his lunch.  Rather than come clean with his mistake, the foreman shipped out 

this new batch anyway.  It seemed to clean just as well although it was much lighter.  The results were 

surprising!  The company was flooded with new orders for the “new, improved” soap. The foreman 

responsible was promoted and helped the company’s chemists create the new formula for the “floating soap.”  

 

Blessing sometime results from blunders.  A silver lining is often just behind a dark cloud.  It is possible to 

make something good out of what seems only bad.  That is the way God works...even with us!   We often 

don’t do the right thing the first time but God is always there to salvage the situation.   

 

The cross of Jesus is a good example.  A terrible instrument of painful death, one from which people first 

turned their faces away, has become a symbol of triumph and new life! 

 

Jesus certainly did not deserve death on the cross, yet “for the joy that was set before him endured the cross”. 

(Hebrews 12:2) His obedience unto death on the cross offers testimony to a sacrificial love by the sinless 

Lamb of God. No longer does the cross symbolize defeat! Jesus took the greatest blunder in the history of the 

world and turned it into something incredible!  Forgiveness and eternal life for all who call on His name!  

Once again, God worked for good for those who love him.   For us and generations to come!  New life sprung 

from death! That is the message of Easter!  May we never forget it!  

 

Yours In Christ, 

Rev. Ann Dickey 

             Ann Dickey, Interim Pastor 

 

In Memory Of Bette Downing: 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Bette Downing.   

Bette was a longtime member of our church family, and a vital part of the 

church for many years.  She will be greatly missed.  Please keep Bette and 

John, as well of the rest of their family in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

May God Bless you Bette.  Thank you for all that you have given us through 

the years.  You will be greatly missed. 

 

In Our Prayers: 

Please remember our friends in your prayers: 

 The Diems  The Downings  Nicole Lytle  Frank Osborne 

 The Reeds  Kathryn Robinson  The Deckmans  Bob Mulvaney 
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Announcements: 

 Sophia Rakoski will be baptized on Sunday, April 15

th

, 2007 at the 9:30 Worship Service 

 

Any families that are seeking baptism on the 15

th

 are welcomed to contact Rev. Ann Dickey at 

adickey543@comcast.net, or at (484) 467-3885. 

 

Special Events: 

 April 1

st

:  Palm Sunday – Palm crosses will be given at both services 

 April 2

nd

:  7:15 pm,  Fellowship/ Hospitality Meeting 

 April 5

th

:  7:00 pm, Maundy Thursday Service Of The Sacrament Of  The Lord’s Supper and Tenebrae 

(service of lights and shadows) 

 April 7

th

:  2:00 pm, Annual Easter Egg Hunt for kids up to 6

th

 grade 

 April 8

th

:  Easter Sunday: 

o 6:30 am, Sunrise Service on the hill 

o 7:00 – 8:30am,  Traditional Congregational Pancake Breakfast 

o 8:30 am, Contemporary Worship Service 

o 11:00 am, Traditional Worship Service 

 April 12

th

:  7:15 pm. Presbyterian Women : Sarah Circle at Kitty Miller's home 

 April 15

th

:  Mission Study Committee  Congregational Meetings (11:00am & 12:00pm) 

 

Special Thanks: 

 To Brian Strauss from Royal Paper Products Inc, in Coatesville.  Brian gave Mary & Becky Woodward 

3 boxes of beautiful "Praying Hands" paper placemats that we can use at our dinners. Thank You Brian 

for your generosity! 

 To the Sara Circle and Splinters women’s groups for their recent donation to the kitchen project fund.  A 

donation of $1,425.00 was made to help with the kitchen renovations. 

 Thanks to Howard Folk, Harry Johnston and the rest of the Men’s group for all of their hard work in 

renovating the kitchen.  The work is coming along nicely, and the kitchen is looking amazing! 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Doe Run collected 29 cans of 

food and $146.28.  The food was donated to the Coatesville Food Cupboard.  The financial donation was 

divided with half going to the Coatesville Food Cupboard and the other half going to the Donegal 

Presbytery Hunger Program project Katrina Relief in Westminster and Gulfport, Mississippi. 

 

The people at Doe Run do so many things for the Church and its members.  If there is someone that you think 

deserves special recognition, let us know at editor@doerun.org.   

 

Doe Run News: 

Rev. Dickey’s Vacation:   

Rev. Dickey will be out of the country on (a well deserved) vacation from April 23-May 2.  In case of pastoral 

emergency during this time, contact Clerk Bill Dyke at (610) 383-9018 who will find pastoral support.  Rev. 

Dickey's cell will still work while she is out of the country by calling (484) 467-3885 as well.  Stay tuned for 

announcement of who is preaching on April 29 at both services.  Have fun and relax!!! 

 

Splinters Update: 

On Tuesday, April 3

rd

, the Splinters will meet at the church for their monthly meeting.  Rose Ann Hamilton is 

the hostess, with Phyllis Russell doing devotions.  Instead of a program, the group will spend time finishing 

the cleanup of the kitchen and fellowship areas.  So come with buckets, cleaning materials and “aprons” to get 

ready for Easter Sunday breakfast.  In April we work, but we will play in May!  So come and celebrate our 

second year of Splinters, at our regular meeting time.  There will be a program by “The Hat Lady”.  Also, on 

Thursday, May 17

th

, there will be a fun day at Hans Herr Haus, with lunch at Willow Valley Restaurant.  

More details in the May Newsletter. 
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Doe Run News (continued): 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt (by Lisa Urban for Christian Ed):   

Its time again for Doe Run’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  This year, it will be held on April 7

th

 at 2:00 pm, at the 

church.  It is open for children up to 6

th

 grade, and will be held rain or shine.  We are asking for individually 

wrapped candy donations.  There will be a box in the Nicholas Room to accept your donations. 

 

Fellowship/Hospitality Committee News (by Lathea Moskel):   

Mark your calendars!  Saturday April 21st. 5:30 P.M. The Fellowship / Hospitality Committee will be 

sponsoring a covered dish dinner with a LUAL theme.  Get out your Hawaiian shirts and your Polynesian 

recipes.  After dinner fun (KARAOKE) with Bill Cubbage Jr.  Bring your singing voices!  Bring your place 

settings (plate, silverware) and a covered dish, the Committee will furnish beverages and dessert.  Marcia 

Towers will be visiting with us at the Luau on April 21st.  She is back from Guatemala for April and will give 

a brief update about her work during the covered dish dinner.  Please plan to attend, have fun and meet 

Marcia!  Hope to see you there! 

 

Spring Cleanup Scheduled:   

Spring is (hopefully) just around the corner, and that means it time to start thinking about getting the Church 

ready for the Spring and Summer months.  The Trustees would like to invite you to join them for Spring 

Cleanup Day, on Saturday, April 28

th

.  Breakfast will be at 8:00 am, and lunch will be provided later in the 

day.  Come out and join in the fun, and enjoy the fellowship, as we work together to make our Church more 

beautiful. 

 

Interested in Joining Doe Run Church?:   

A New Members class will be held on Sunday, April 15

th

 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm at the church.  6:30 - 8:00 pm 

will feature a discussion of the faith and history of the Presbyterian church and ministry of Doe Run.  8:00 - 

8:30 pm will be a meeting with the Elders to receive new Members. Please contact Rev. Dickey if you plan to 

attend this class by April 12

th

 at adickey543@comcast.net or call the church office at (610) 486-0744. 

 

Clucks for Bucks:   

The Spring Chicken BBQ at Doe Run will be held Sat., May 5

th

 from noon until 4:00 p.m. in conjunction with 

the PW annual plant sale.  Chickens once again will be provided by Nick's Chicks in Atglen.  Dinners include 

1/2 chicken, sides, beverage and cookies. Tickets are $8.50 and orders should be made by April 30.  All 

proceeds go to general fund.  See Paul Swank or Hospitality Committee members for tickets and more info. 

  

An Invitation:   

You are invited to help us celebrate Bob and Lathea Moskel's 50th Wedding Anniversary on June 2nd. The 

details of party are secret. If you would like to join us please contact Nancy Hensel at (610) 857-3771 or 

zoohouse11@comcast.net.  RSVP is needed by May 1st. 

 

Prayer Shawl Update: 

Doe Run friends have done it again!  Your support is amazing!  One prayer shawl is complete, and already 

has a recipient.  Some yarn has been donated for the shawls, so if you need yarn, or instructions, please see 

Hope Forbes.  Do you know a person who would benefit from a cuddly shawl and a booklet of prayers?  

Please give the names to Rev. Ann Dickey.  Thanks again for all your help and your prayers. 

 

Give Us Your Birthday & Anniversary Dates:   

Rev. Dickey plans on sending birthday and anniversary cards beginning April 1

st

.  The Presbyterian Women 

also send birthday cards.  The list of birthdays known is short.  Would you like to have your birthday or 

anniversary noted?  Send us notice of your special day by emailing adickey543@comcast.net.  No need to 

send in the year of birth, just date!  

 



Page 4 

 

Doe Run  News (continued) 

How Would You Like To Receive Your Newsletter?; 

We are currently in the process of trying to find new options to deliver the Doe Run Newsletter to you.  

Would you be interested in receiving yours in an email?  If so, send an email to editor@doerun.org, and let us 

know.  The format will either be in Microsoft Word and/or Adobe Acrobat.  Sending the newsletter 

electronically will help to get them to you more quickly and cut publication costs. 

 

Rik Emmett & Jeffrey Gaines Concert: 

The Downingtown Music Parents Association is proud to announce a fundraiser for the music programs in the 

Downingtown High Schools.  On Friday, April 20

th,

 Rik Emmett and Dave Dunlop will be performing 

acoustically at Downingtown West High School.  Opening the show will be singer / songwriter Jeffrey 

Gaines.  The show starts at 7:30pm, and is an excellent opportunity to see a great show, close to home, 

without all of the hassles of going into the city.  For information, ticket pricing and purchasing, please go to 

www.dhsmpa.org/concert.htm, or see Jeff Sapper. 

 

Nominating Committee News: 

The Nominating Committee will begin its work very soon.  Would you like to serve on one of the Church’s 

boards or committees?  Contact nominating@doerun.org, the Church office, or one of the committee 

members, to put your name before the Nominating Committee.  It’s a great way to serve God, and help shape 

the future of our Church. 

 

Mission Study Committee News: 

The Mission Study Committee has been meeting, and is making some good progress.  Stay tuned in April for 

upcoming information gathering sessions and congregational surveys, which the committee will be 

sponsoring, as we begin our search for a full time minister.  The first survey is included in this newsletter, but 

will also be handed out during services.  Our first meetings will be held on Sunday, April 15

th

.  The first will 

be held after coffee hour at 11:00 am, and the second will be held after the second service at 12:00 pm.  If you 

have any questions, or information you’d like to share with the committee, please see one of the members, or 

send an email to missionstudy@doerun.org. 

 

Stewardship Committee News: 

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank everyone for their support during the annual Stewardship 

campaign.  Thus far, we’ve received 41 pledges, totaling $70,525.00.  During the months of January and 

February, we’ve also received $2,803.00 in per capita payments.  These payments help offset the cost of the 

Church’s payment to Presbytery each year, and are greatly appreciated.  If you haven’t turned in your pledge 

cards, or paid your per capita ($24.00 per member) yet, there’s still time to do so. 

 

Whose Job Is It Anyway?                                                                                                                                                    

A weekend not to be forgotten????? On March 16th and 17th, Chester County was hit once again with another 

winter storm. This time we had snow, dreaded ice, and then snow again. Bob Moskel came to the rescue and 

did another fine job plowing the church parking lot. Thanks again, Bob! Unfortunately, the weather turned 

against us. By Saturday, the parking lot resembled an outdoor ice skating rink! Those who came to do some 

work at the Manse, volunteering of course, were the first to notice that we had a real problem on our hands. 

 

The first thoughts were that there was no way we could hold services on March 18th! The phone lines that 

late morning and early afternoon were hot, just not hot enough to melt the ice! But, as the calls were made, 

the people of the church showed up, bags of salt and chippers in hand. Thanks to the efforts of these fine 

people, services were held on the 18th and the majority of the people who attended were totally unaware of 

the problem caused and found not 24 hours before. Early Sunday morning, these people were back again, 

salting to make sure that those that did come to church could do so safely. Many, many thanks to these people 

who showed up and did the job. No one sat back and asked whose job was it anyway? They came and did it! 
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Whose Job Is It Anyway? (continued)                                                                                                                                                  

So, on March 18th, the services were held as usual and it also happened to be the Birthday of our Interim 

Pastor, Rev. Ann Dickey. Between the services, the Coffee Hour was provided by The Splinters, the daytime 

group of Presbyterian Women. A beautiful cake was made and decorated by Rose Ann Hamilton in honor of 

Rev. Dickey. Other goodies were provided by the women in that group. Thank you for providing the 

refreshments for the occasion as well as thanks to all others who have had the Coffee Hour this year so far. 

Another Job, well done! 

 

This month I would like to explain the job of the Trustees. The Trustees are actually the head of the Corporate 

Body of the Church. Their job is to provide maintenance and improvements to the actual Church Building and 

all properties, including the Manse. They take care of counting and doing the accounting of all church funds. 

This includes regular church offerings, special offerings, and investments. At the present time, they are in 

charge of redoing the kitchen area of the church. Has everyone seen the improvements? WOW! Thank you to 

all of those who have spent countless hours planning, ripping out the old, repairing, and putting in the new. 

Special thanks to Howard Folk and Harry Johnston for undertaking this task. It is truly a work of Art! I was 

going to mention all of the others involved but was afraid I would miss someone and did not want to slight 

anyone. This was a work of Love here at Doe Run and their time and effort is greatly appreciated! Many 

people have shared their time and talents for this project and for this we are truly thankful. We are thankful to 

all of those who share their gifts to make Doe Run the great place to meet and worship together! 

 

Whose Job Is It Anyway? Is sponsored by the Stewardship Committee, to help give a better understanding of the 

Church’s various boards and committees. 

 

Presbytery  News: 

Camp Donegal's Family Camp One Option For A Family Vacation This Summer!:   

Do you remember church camp experiences from your youth?  Few people who attended church camp when 

they were young have forgotten it. This year, Camp Donegal will once again offer a number of different 

camps for Presbytery youth.  This year’s Survivor 2007, will be held from July 15-20. The goal is to give 

teens a guide to connecting as a Christian in today's world. The Camp is intentionally interracial and will 

explore what things we have in common and CELEBRATE them; while recognizing differences and 

APPRECIATING them. Campers will enjoy the total camp experience and learn about each other in new 

ways. To learn more about all the exciting and memorable experiences Camp Donegal offers, go to 

www.campdonegal.org/summercamp or Email amy@campdonegal.org or call 717-862-3722.  Camp 

Donegal brochures detailing all the camps for children and adults this summer are available at the bottom of 

the front staircase in a green bag.   Pick one up and check out all the exciting camping opportunities offered.  

Come share the magic of Christian camping this summer!  

  

Spotlight On South Africa: 

As of the March Presbytery meeting, our mission team should just be returning from their work trip to 

Mthatha in South Africa. During this trip, the team worked with the Kuhlani Congregation and pastor the 

Rev. Melikayha Matya to construct the walls of a new church. This congregation has long dreamed of a new 

church to replace their aging one, but the building they started was destroyed by a windstorm.  In addition to 

time spent building the physical church foundation, the Donegal team was charged with encouraging our 

brothers and sisters in Mthatha in their efforts to share the gospel and to make plans for the future of our 

partnership. It is hoped that we will continue to develop a well-worn path between the homes of friends as we 

work toward fostering a congregation-to-congregation connection program. Members of our team were also 

encouraged to enjoy the bountiful hospitality of a people of deep faith and courage.  After their return, the 

team will be open to invitations from churches who want to learn more about our mission in Mthatha and the 

value of the relationship that has been developing between our presbyteries over the last six years. A report on 

the trip will be presented at the next meeting of Donegal Presbytery. To learn more about this ongoing 

mission project, contact The Reverend Larry Moir at moircedargrove@onemain.com or call Hunger Action 

Enabler Rick Schmidt at 717-880-6436. 
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Elder Duties: 

 Greeter: Reader: 

April 1

st

: Jeff Sapper Deb Leonhard 

April 8

th

: Paul Swank Jeff Sapper 

April 15

th

: Steve Werner Paul Swank 

April 22

nd

: David Ayers Steve Werner 

April 29

th

: Bill Dyke David Ayers 

 

April’s Deacon Of The Month: 

Allan Huskins 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: 

 

04/03:  Scott & Ginny Cheek’s Wedding Anniversary 

            Deb Leonhard’s Birthday 

04/12:  Bev Hiller’s Birthday 

04/17:  Victoria Sapper’s Birthday 

04/19:  Ted Forbes’ Birthday 

04/20:  Suzanne Graves’ Birthday 

            Gary Leonhard’s Birthday 

04/25:  Theresa Dyke’s Birthday 

 

Flowers: 

 

04/01:  In honor of Allen Belcher’s birthday, presented by Billie Jo  

            Belcher 

04/08:  Palm Sunday – No Flowers 

04/15:  In honor of Victoria Sapper’s Birthday, presented by the Sapper  

            And Hamilton families 

04/27:  In memory of George Moskel, presented by Floss Moskel 

04/29:  Open 

 

Weekly Attendance: 

Date: 9:30 Service 11:00 Service Total Attendance: 

March 4

th:

 66 67 133 

March 11

th:

 52 68 120 

March 18

th

: 63 52 115 

March 25: 51 57 108 

 

Newsletter  & Website News & Information: 

Newsletter Editor Needed: 

Are you creative?  Do you like to have fun?  If you are interested in trying to serve as editor for newsletter 

please contact Rev. Dickey, or send an email to editor@doerun.org.  We will be more than happy to share in 

any information that might be of assistance to get you up and running. 

 

Just a reminder that the deadline for submission of material for the May newsletter will be April 22nd.  

Submissions can be sent any time to editor@doerun.org, or placed in the Newsletter bin in the Church office. 

 

If you have information that you’d like to see posted on our website, please send an email to 

editor@doerun.org, or place the information in Jeff Sapper’s mailbox. 
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Mission Study Congregational Survey                                                                   (Please return by April 15

th

) 

Doe Run Presbyterian Church 

Congregations Survey & Mission Study 

Questionnaire # 1 

 

We will be considering many areas of mission for Doe Run Presbyterian Church, as we begin our search for a 

new minister.  Our first step will cover a broad range of programs and missions, which will identify the area 

of mission and program that we think should receive top priority. 

 

About You: 

Name:_____________________________ Are You A Member_______________       

 

If Yes. For How Long:_______________ Gender:_______________  Marital 

Status:_______________ 

 

Age: 

[  ]  Under 12 [  ]  12 – 20 [  ]  21 – 25 [  ]  26 – 35 [  ]  36 – 50 [  ]  50 – over 

 

On the average, about how many times did you attend worship in this congregation during the past year 

(please choose the one that is closest)? 

[  ]  None [  ]  Less than 6 times [  ]  About once a month  [  ]  About 2 – 3 times a month 

[  ]  4 or more times a month 

 

On the average, about how many times did you attend Sunday School in this congregation during the past 

year (please choose the one that is closest)? 

[  ]  None [  ]  Less than 6 times [  ]  About once a month  [  ]  About 2 – 3 times a month 

[  ]  4 or more times a month 

 

How much time do you spend during an average month being involved with Church activities (including 

worship, study groups, meetings, committee work, travel, preparation, etc.)? 

[  ]  Less than 1 hour [  ]  1 – 5 hours  [  ]  6 – 10 hours [  ]  11 – 15 hours [  ]  16 – 20 

hours 

[  ]  More that 20 hours 

 

In the past two years, has your participation in this congregation 

[  ]  Increased  [  ]  Decreased  [  ]  Stayed the same 

 

If there has been a change in your participation, what caused the change? 

 

 

Do you now, or have you ever held an office in the Church (Session, Deacon, committee, etc)? 

 

 

About Our Programs: 

Do you participate in any of the following programs at Doe Run?  Regardless of your participation, how 

satisfied are you with their programs? 

 

1. Presbyterian Women 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 
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2. Presbyterian Men’s Group 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 

   

3. Youth Group 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 

   

4. Choir 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 

   

5. Local Mission (i.e. Safe Harbor) 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 

   

6. Fellowship Activities 

Do you participate: [  ]  Yes, regularly [  ]  Yes, occasionally [  ]  No 

 

How satisfied are you with the program: 

[  ] Very Satisfied [  ] Satisfied [  ] Neutral [  ] Dissatisfied  [  ] Very Dissatisfied 

   

If you indicated that you are dissatisfied with any of these programs, please explain why, and what you would 

do to improve it. 

 

 

 

What other programs or activities would you like to see Doe Run have, which we don’t already offer? 

 

 

 

On a scale of one to five, how would you assess the Church’s life and work?  Please circle the number most 

closely approximating your opinion under the phrases below. 

 

1. In terms of fellowship, I see our church as: 

 

Warm & Personal   1  2 3 4  5 Cold & Distant 

 

2. In terms of worship, I see our church as: 

 

Alive & Compelling 1 2 3 4 5 Dead & Boring 

 

3. In terms of its program of education, I see our church as: 

 

Effective & Innovative 1 2 3 4 5 Ineffective & Dull 
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4. In terms of evangelism, I see our church as: 

 

Aggressive & Clear  1 2 3 4 5 Timid & Uncertain 

 

 

 

5. In terms of stewardship, I see our church as: 

 

Generous & Self-Sacrificing     1 2 3 4 5 Tight & Protective 

 

6. In terms of service to others in the community, I see our church as: 

 

Active & Concerned 1 2 3 4 5 Inactive & Ingrown 

 

7. In terms of emphasis on youth needs, I see our church as: 

 

Interested   1 2 3 4 5 Unconcerned 

 

8. In terms of its unity, I see our church as: 

 

Cooperative & Trusting 1 2 3 4 5 Fractured & Fighting 

 

9. In terms of its commitment to Christ, I see our church as: 

 

Very Dedicated  1 2 3 4 5 Lukewarm 

 

10. In terms of knowledge of the Bible and the Reformed faith, I see our church as: 

 

Knowledgeable  1 2 3 4 5 Confused 

 

11. In terms of communication with/among itself, I see our church as: 

 

Open & Clear  1 2 3 4 5 Closed & Garbled 

 

12. In terms of clear goals, I see our church as: 

 

Well Focused & Moving 1 2 3 4 5 Confused & Scattered 
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Doe Run Presbyterian Church 

 3104 Doe Run Church Road 

 Coatesville, Pennsylvania 19320 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


