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Fromt the Pastor

| don’t often get politi-
cal in my newsletter arti-
cle but | feel the need to
do it this month. Our
General Assembly of the
PC(USA), just finished up
June 22", and their deci-
sions could affect the

church drastically.

For years the Presby-
terian Church has been
fighting over the issue of
ordaining practicing ho-
mosexuals and each time
it has been presented for
approval it has been de-
nied. Finally an amend-
ment was put into the
Book of Order, which is
part of our Constitution,
forbidding the ordination
of practicing homosexu-
als and those not living
chaste single lives. This
remains a part of our
Constitution and will re-
main there, at least for
the present and near fu-

ture.

Since the liberal end of
the church could not get
the ordination issue to
their satisfaction they
came at the problem
from a different angle.
Four years ago the Gen-
eral Assembly appointed

Mission: A letter from Dennis and Maribel Smith in Guatemala By Suzanne Graves

February 17,2006

A bus ride to God
Riding the bus in Guate-

a task force, the Peace,
Unity, and Purity task
force, to study the issue
again along with several
other issues but the ordi-
nation issues were the
primary ones. This task
force met many times dur-
ing the four year period
and a number of months
ago published their rec-
ommendations. These rec-

ommendations have been
discussed and argued by all
the different theological
groups in the Presbyterian
Church and it doesn’t ap-
pear there will be a mutu-

ally accepted plan.

The task force agreed
that we need to follow the
“Essential Tenants” of the
Reformed Church and our
Constitution in deciding
how to comply with the
issues at hand especially
the ordination issue. The
only problem is there is

mala City can be an adven-
ture: rude drivers, billows
of black smoke, and fre-
quent crime do not make

no agreed upon list of
the “Essential Elements”
which leaves them up to
presbyteries and individ-
ual churches to interpret
and decide what is an
“Essential Tenant” for
them. Once they deter-
mine what is not an
“Essential Tenant” , to
them, then it no longer
becomes for them an
issue covered by our
Constitution. This means
that it may be possible
for different presbyteries
to have different stan-
dards for ordination or

even individual churches.

So far there is only
speculation about what
will happen in the future.
| pray that all will be
guided by the Word of
God and base their
“Essential Tenants” on
that and not what they

would like to see happen.

| will probably be writ-
ing about this again but in
the meantime feel free to
discuss the issue with me
and if there is enough
interest we will have a

gathering to discuss it.

Sincerely,

for a relaxing ride. We

often see bus drivers rac-

ing each other in dense
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We remember these
friends in our

prayers:
Gail Beegle
Irene Bird
Ann Croft
John and Bette Downing
Muriel Jeffries

Kevin Mountain

Kathryn Robinson
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