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Looking in Two Directions at Once!

Did you know that with the exception of April 15, January 2 is the most deaded day of the year? It seems
that Americans give themselves permission to stuff their faces with turkey and pie, stay up late, and spend
lots of money from Thanksgiving thru January 1. But what do we get for it? ..... We get January 2.
Overweight, exhausted, and in debt, we wake up the day after New Years and find...January 2! And we
realize that now it is time to go on a diet, get on a budget and go back to work. Along with the shortened
hours of daylight, grey skies and months of wet weather to go till spring, it is no wonder that we feel blue!
If we are going to make it through this tough cold season, it seems like we need to get a better perspective
on January 2.

The month of January takes its name from a Roman deity, a twefaced being who faced opposite directions
at the same time. That too is appropriate since January is a hinge time, a point from which we normally
look back at the year just ended and forward toward the year that has just begun. Doe Run can look
backwards at 2007 as a year that saw new leadership emerge in the boards of Elders, Deacons, and
Trustees, a successful Stewardship campaign and the completion of the Mission study. We also can look
forward to 2008 as the year of the election of a Pastor Nominating committee and the arrval of a new
installed Pastor! That means that we can use January 2 as the start of the month of hope, not just the end of]
the holiday party! In scripture, we hear assurance that “God has a plan for the fullness of time, to gather uy
all things in Him things in heaven and things on earth.” (Eph 1:10) With God’s promise that “we who firs
hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of His glory”, (Eph 1:12) we can
use January 2 to create a year of joy and excitement, always boking forward to the things that will come!
January 2 then becomes the first day of living a faith that looks backwards to the proof of God’s love for us
and his greatest gift in his son Jesus, and forward to the day when God will do a new thing, especidy here
at Doe Run. A light shines in the midst of darkness, even the darkness of January and winter! We have
been given a New Year and a new beginning. Let’s celebrate the coming of 2008 and let us use it wisely,
to the glory of God!

Expectantly,

Ann G. Dickey, Interim Pastor
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