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Looking in Two Directions at Once!

Love Is The Meaning of Life!

Hearts and flowers...Red and pick card with words of affection...These things remind us that Valentines
Day is coming!! For one day this month, the world focuses on love. And yet the most profound words of
love are not found on a greeting card. They are found in I Coritthians 13. They were not written by a man
smitten by a woman, but a confirmed bachelor named Paul who understood that real love between people
begins with God’s gift of love to the world: his Son Jesus Christ. Paul writes that it is only in emulating
the sacrificial love of Christ that we can ever really love one another. Here is what he has to say:

I Corinthians 13: “If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If 1
give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, 1
gain nothing. 4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never
ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge,
it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when the
complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now
we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know
fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the
greatest of these is love.”

Someone wise said “love is what makes life worth living.” Make your life worthwhile this year by
seeking mature and lasting love, the kind that lasts past February 14hat lasts through eternity: love based
on Christ’s love for the world!

Ann G. Dickey, Interim Pastor
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